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I. FOREWORD 
Each October we mail a 11 flyer 11 to everyone on the Soybean Genetics News-
letter mailing list, calling for articles, research notes and reports. The 
articles in Volume 7 give an indication of the universal nature of the response 
to our request. In our "Rules for Contributors" we state "newsletter articles 
may be preliminary in nature and speculative in content, and should not be 
regarded as equivalent to papers in formal scientific journals. Even so, such 
reports can be exceedingly helpful and valuable if viewed in the proper per-
spective.11 The frequency with which Newsletter articles are cited by other 
authors helps to prove our point. 
Every three years, our "Request for Articles" has a "Note to Subscribers" 
tacked on the bottom. We feel it is necessary to include in our mailing list 
only those who are really interested in receiving the Newsletter; and to facil-
itate subscriber response, a coupon is printed, to be signed, torn off and 
returned to us . The return of these coupons was a bit disappointing. Presum-
ably, many of those who knew they would not be contributing articles or 
research notes discarded the 11 flyer" without noticing the coupon for the mail-
ing list. A second mailing, with only the note to subscribers, got almost 100% 
response . 
The Soybean Genetics Newsletter is free UPON REQUEST and even those 
already on the mailing list MUST RENEW THEIR REQUEST every three years. 
Volunteers who made this volume possible were Hollys Heer, Therese Curry, 
and Teresa Brecht. 
R. G. Palmer, Editor 
The editors regret inconsistencies in references in several of the research 
notes. We could not spare time to check all citations at the library. 
Mention of a trademark or proprietary product by the USDA or 
Iowa State University does not imply its approval to 
the exclusion of other products that may also be suitable. 
